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The alumni times is a quarterly publication 
that is distributed by the Alumni Association 
of Clarkson College at 101 south 42 street, 
Omaha, neb. 68131. For story or photo 
submissions, please contact Rita VanFleet, 
Alumni Coordinator, at 402.552.3516 or via 
e-mail at vanfleetrita@clarksoncollege.edu.

Clarkson College launched a rebranding 
initiative Aug. 26 that reflects its reputation 
of preparing students to be the best in the 
expanding field of health care. 

The rebranding effort brings various 
enhancements to Clarkson College, 
including its new tagline “Prepare to be 
the best.” In addition to the tagline is a 
new logo, color combination, messaging, 
marketing strategies, building signage and 
a refreshed website. 

Conservation of certain College traditions 
was also key in the development of the new 
brand image, such as the preservation of 
the Maltese Cross. since the establishment 
of Clarkson College in 1888, the Maltese 
Cross has served as the College symbol, 
representing protection and a badge of 
honor. Its story originated with the Knights 
of saint John of Jerusalem, a charitable 
organization that existed during the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries who became 
known as the Knights of Hospitallers 
because of their charity toward the sick and 
poor in setting up hospices and hospitals. 

Clarkson College pursued the rebranding 
process with the intent of achieving a brand 

identity that accurately portrays who the 
College is today and what it has to offer. 

“This is an exciting time for the College,” 
said Jina Paul, director of Marketing. 
“several months of work led up to the 
launch of a new brand that we [the College 
Community] believe reflects what Clarkson 
College is doing in a compelling, persuasive 
and honest manner.”

The initial phase of the rebranding process 
included extensive market research. Results 
from the research led to the creative phase, 
in which a new tagline, logo and color 
palette were developed. The third phase 
involved integrating the new elements in 
all marketing channels. The outcome is a 
brand that represents the commitment of 
Clarkson College to prepare students to 
professionally provide high quality, ethical 
and compassionate health care services. 

“The delivery of our message has changed, 
not the message itself,” said Paul. “As 
Clarkson College moves forward with 
the new brand, we can expect positive 
growth and preservation of our remarkable 
reputation.”

Clarkson College Launches 
Rebranding Initiative
New	efforts	reflect	the	Clarkson	College	Mission
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ONliNe giviNg:
a uNique way tO dONate

Below is a listing of donors who have given 
to the alumni Scholarship Fund. these 
donations are greatly appreciated and assist 
the association in continuing to be able to 
award scholarships.

Cindy Johnson Arbaugh (’78, ’09)

Joan Blum (’81, ’86, ’98) 

Susan Grady Bristol (’78) 
in memory of James Canedy and in honor of 
dr. Patricia Book Perry.

Florence Mortensen Cline (’44) 
in memory of Class of 1944, M. Carder, O. 
Cooper, M. dechert, B. esteb, P. geiger, e. 
groth, R.J. Hopkins, J. Jensen, M. Krumann, 
M. Marcy, R. Mathews, v. Mcavin, M. Payne, 
J. Potter, H. Rozell, and l. williams as well as 
our teachers and head nurses. also, honor 
goes to those who supported us emotionally, 
financially and spiritually and especially to all 
those who gave their lives in ww ii and all the 
wars that have followed.

Barbara Doud Davis (’46) 
in honor of dr. Patricia Book Perry.

Carla Dirkschneider (’07)

Mary Dobleman (’94) 
in honor of dr. tom dobleman for his work in 
head and neck cancer in our region.

Norma Hintz (’87, ’88) 
in honor of dr. Patricia Book Perry.

Shirley A. Hunziker (’51)

Gary Javitch (’95)

Margaret Simon Jensen (’53) 

Mary Kay Wheeler Jordan (’74) 
in memory of Betty Hearity.

Jeanette Kassmeier (’72, ’86)

Rosemary Lebeda (’00)

Carol Tvrdik McCall (’68) 

Ruth Pam Webb McEwan (’48) 
in memory of her daughter, Pamella louise 
Mcewan.

Tish Bunker Naprstek (’68)  
in memory of Shar Hansen

Cheryl Neuroth Olomon (’71) 

Winifred Parker (’42) 

Susan Matson Pinquoch (’68) 
in memory of Bev andersen and Marcia 
Stoller.

Marcia Fitzgerald Weeks (’65) 
in memory of virda Fitzgerald

Barbara Lynch Young (’55)
in memory of father tom lynch and mother 
Mae lynch. 

Florence (’44) & Eugene Cline 
and Verle & Rose Martin
in memory of elenor Martin Chambers (’38).

Beverly Zdan Wright Gleiter (’53)
in memory of Steve and georgia Zdan.

Janelda Kious Hogan (’49) 
in memory of her sister, Beverly Joanne Kious 
Cordova (’50).

Doris Dillard Jirak (’49)
in memory of eleanor Bennings Hicks (’36).

Rita VanFleet (’67, ’94, ’06)
in memory of dr. george loomis.

Ann Van Hoff, honorary alumna

Making a donation to the Scholarship Fund
is a way to recognize or memorialize someone 
while helping students meet the financial 
challenges of college expenses. donations 
can be sent to: alumni Coordinator, Clarkson 
College, 101 South 42 Street, Omaha, Neb. 
68131. Make checks payable to “alumni 
association Scholarship Fund.” the alumni 
association is very grateful to all who have 
so generously donated.

giving backPresident’s message

$10 to $99

sharon mantz disPlays the cards 
she created during scraPbook day.

$100 to $499

Alumni Scholarship Donations
Oct. 1, 2009 through Sept. 30, 2010

donate

The Gateway 
to Success 
Scholarship 
Celebrating 10 years of success

the gateway to Success Minority Nursing 
Scholarship program began 10 years ago 
through the insight of dr. louis Burgher. 
the goal of the program is to increase the 
number of minorities in the nursing profession. 
the program provides financial assistance to 
qualified minority students accepted into the 
Baccalaureate Nursing program at Clarkson 
College. gateway scholars also complete a 
summer internship each year at the Nebraska 
Medical Center. twenty-four minority students 
have successfully completed the program. 
graduates are currently working in a variety 
of health care settings locally and throughout 
the u.S. Several graduates are currently 
enrolled in Master’s degree programs. One 
gateway student recently graduated from 
Clarkson College with a Master’s degree and 
is a Nurse Practitioner in georgia.

Here’s a new easy way to shop, get coupon 
deals and raise money for the Clarkson 
College alumni association. Simply begin 
using yahoo! powered goodSearch.com 
as your search engine, and they’ll donate 
about a penny to the alumni association 
every time you search online. 

Check out the coupon and deals section 
of the site, and do all of your shopping 
through goodShop online shopping where 
you can shop at more than 900 top online 
retailers. a percentage of your purchases 
will be donated to the alumni association. 

Before you surf the web, indicate that you 
support the alumni association by entering 
“alumni association – Clarkson College” 
in the search box on the goodSearch 
website. don’t forget to download the 
tool bar for easy access to shopping and 
searching at goodSearch.com. 

in with the new – the 
alumni association 
board that is! the
board is off to a great 
start for the 2010-2011 
year. the first event 
of the year was 
Scrapbook day at 
archivers on aug. 14. 
Scrapbook day was 

back by popular demand from last year and 
continues to be a success for the alumni 
association. Participants get to mingle, eat 
and share their creative sides with other 
attendees — no wonder it is back by popular 
demand. we hope to see you at the next 
one, which is scheduled for Feb. 19, 2011 at 
archivers located at 168th and dodge Streets 
in Omaha. 

Scrapbook day wasn’t the only event planned! 
Sept. 16 through the 18, activities were 
organized to celebrate anniversaries for years 
1950, 1970, 1980, 1985, 1990 and 2000. the 
festivities kicked off with a brunch where 
classes were able to share stories of their 
experiences at Clarkson College. Following 
the brunch, the alumni association hosted 
their annual meeting and concluded the day 
by attending Convocation at trinity Cathedral 
located at 113 N. 18th St. in downtown Omaha. 
On Saturday, a Continuing education event 
(Ceu), “Pandemic issues and ethics,” was 
held. that evening, the alumni association 
hosted a dinner with entertainment provided 
by humorist Mary Maxwell.

the alumni association also continues to 
build a Student alumni association with the 

goal of transitioning current Clarkson College 
students to active alumni members. 

Stay tuned for future events as the association 
continues to offer opportunities to share 
memories, network, mingle and keep in touch 
with other alumni.

if you have any comments or suggestions on 
how the alumni association can improve your 
alumni experience, please drop us a line. we 
look forward to seeing you at future events!

until next time,

Jena Dickinson, B.S. (’08)
alumni association President
PH 402 552 3632                                         
dickinsonjena@clarksoncollege.edu

it is not too late to purchase an alumni 
cookbook! Money raised by this project 
assists the association in supporting students, 
the College and alumni activities. the 
cookbook contains more than 250 recipes 
from alumni, faculty, staff and friends. 

to purchase your cookbook, send $18 via 
check or money order made out to “alumni 
association of Clarkson College” to alumni 
Coordinator, Clarkson College, 101 South 42 
Street, Omaha, Neb. 68131. 

Strong Beginning for New Year

Alumni Cookbooks Still Available

Scrapbook Day a Success
Next Scrapbook Day event slated for spring 2011

the alumni association hosted a second 
Scrapbook day on Saturday, aug. 14 at 
archivers in village Pointe in Omaha. 
those in attendance spent the day making 
scrapbook pages or creating greeting cards.  
it was inspiring to see how Margie Harris 
created cards with her stamping expertise 
and how Sharon Mantz was able to use her 
skills at photography to make stunning cards. 
Rachelle Samp (’09) and Jena dickinson (’08) 
are the experts at creating scrapbook pages 
and so very willingly shared their expertise 
(and tools, too) with others. it was a day of fun 

with good conversation, helping others with 
ideas, sharing creative accomplishments
and socializing.  

the next Scrapbook day will be Feb. 19, 2011 
from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. at archivers in village 
Pointe. Mark your calendars. Cost will remain 
the same at $20, which includes the work 
space, use of tools, light breakfast and lunch. 
anyone interested in attending should contact 
Rita vanFleet at 402.552.3516 or via e-mail at 
vanfleetrita@clarksoncollege.edu. Space is 
limited, so get your reservations in soon.
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a brunch was held for all Clarkson College 
alumni on thursday, Sept. 16. the honored 
classes for the event were 1950, 1970, 1980, 
1985, 1990 and 2000. dr. Burgher updated the 
group on College activities and plans. this 
year marks the highest enrollment year to date 
for Clarkson College. 

the class of 1970 had the most members in 
attendance and enjoyed catching up with one 
another. Marjorie Schimonitz was the only 
attendee who was able to come from the class 
of 1950, but other classmates sent notes for 
the memory booklet with regrets that they 
were unable to attend. the family of Beverly 
Joanne Kious Cordova (’50) sent a donation 
for the scholarship fund in her memory to 
recognize the anniversary of her graduation.  

this year also marks the 10th anniversary of 
the gateway to Success Minority Nursing 
Scholarship for students in the Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing program. graduates of 
the program were also honored guests. 
dr. aubray Orduña spoke about the 
progression and successes of the program 
over the past 10 years.

alumni had fun sharing their school and life 
experiences with one another. the open 
microphone session gave alumni a chance to 
share some of the best and worst experiences 
they encountered while being a student at 
Clarkson College. the “best” and “worst” 
memories recalled are listed on page 5.

Alumni Brunch Kicks Off Annual 
Alumni Weekend Festivities
Fond college memories recalled during event

fall reunion events

Being accepted into the College.

graduation.

a & P with Pat Perry.

Mrs. wycoff, our housemother.

dorm life.

Nutrition class with Miss Moffet and cooking 
class at OPPd.

Playing pitch in the hallway.

My engagement party – the circle of girls with 
the candle.

Celebrating at Chicago Bar after each 
successful rotation.

Keeping a bunny in the dorm room.

Bus rides to Bellevue College with the 
baseball boys.

academic travel.

Convocation.

gateway luncheons.

Caring, compassionate instructors.

9 p.m. curfew.

giving shots.

Richard young rotation.

Being sent to the eR room to check on a 
patient and finding he had died.

Having mono one year.

walking back to the dorm from Ou.

Critical care.

anatomy, dissecting “wilbur” the pig.

Care plans.

best college memories

worst college memories

above, alumni association President 
jena dickinson (’08) & marjorie 

schimonitz (’50). at right, marjorie 
schimonitz (’50) sharing memorabilia 

with jeanette kassmeier (’72, ’86).

at right, class 
of 1970 shares 
their college 

memories.

gateway to success minority nursing scholarshiP graduates celebrate 
with dr. aubray orduÑa, dean of nursing. from left to right, angela 
felton-coleman (’06), orduÑa & traci warren (’03).

class of 1970, from left to right, susan bamford, susan wyatt, karen 
white, nikie herrera, joan clayton & susan burgher.

alumnae, from left to right, joyce sanders carter (’85), Penny selk 
dumke (’85), diana baker (’77, ’85, ’97), Patricia coyle-rogers (’85) & jeanne 
scheuneman (’80).
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Bellevue Medical Center is a joint venture 
of the Nebraska Medical Center, university 
of Nebraska Medical Center physicians and 
some private practice physicians. dr. Richard 
Osterholm is the Chairman of the Board of 
directors at the Bellevue Medical Center. dr. 
Marlin Stahl is the Chief Medical Officer, and  
Martin t. Carmody is the Chief executive Officer.  

those on tour were very impressed with the 
quiet and relaxing environment, considering the 
hospital had almost all of its inpatient beds filled 
and the emergency room was very busy. the 
technological advancements and environmental 
sensitivities were evident throughout the 
hospital. Both the facility and its staff are very 
favorably received by those patients seeking 
care. the facilility’s Press ganey scores for care 
satisfaction are currently at 97 percent.  

eveNtS:

2010

Alumni Board meetings (open to 
any paid member, 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. at 
the College) – Thursday, Nov. 18

2011

Saturday, Jan. 22 – Alumni Bowling 
Tournament. To find out more, see 
page 10.

Saturday, Feb. 19 – Scrapbook Day. 
Alumni and guests are invited to the 
Archivers in Village Pointe in Omaha 
from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. for a day of 
scrapbooking. To find out more or to 
register for the event, see page 2.

Saturday, June 4 – Table Trivia 
Fundraiser from noon to 2 p.m. Look 
for event details in the next issue.

Thursday, Sept. 15 & Friday, Sept. 
16 – Annual alumni events, including 
the annual meeting, Alumni Brunch 
and CEU event. Look for event details 
in the next issue.

fall reunion events

alumni came together for a dinner on 
Saturday evening, Sept. 18. the dinner was 
held in the Storz Pavilion of the Clarkson 
tower on the Nebraska Medical Center 
campus. dr. Burgher gave a College update 
via video since he was unable to attend the 
dinner. entertainment was provided by Mary 
Maxwell, a humorist. Maxwell kept the group 
laughing with her satire on the aging process 
and other humorous accounts of everyday life. 
attendees enjoyed the evening of socializing 
and reconnecting with fellow graduates.

alumni Board members donated baskets for 
a fund raising project. the baskets varied in 
content and were very creative. they were 
raffled off after the dinner.  

table floral arrangements were donated by 
Nickki Hardin (’95, ’97), alumni Board director. 
She created and assembled the centerpieces 
herself. they were given to attendees through 
a raffle at the end of the evening. 

Dinner Wraps Up Successful Fall 
Alumni Reunion Activities

baskets raffled at 
the alumni dinner.

at left, carla 
dirkschneider 
(’07) & rita vanfleet
(’67, ’94, ’06) helP joan 
blum (’81) sign in. at right, 
humorist mary maxwell 
Performs at the event.

class of 1970, from left 
to right, kathy fober (’71), 
loyann rossel, susan 
bamford, karen white, 
susan burgher, georgia 
marlin & karen dike.

the alumni association sponsored an 
educational event Saturday, Sept. 18. 
the title of the event was “Pandemic issues 
and ethics.” 

dr. Philip Smith, Chief of infectious 
disease at the Nebraska Medical Center 
(tNMC) and director of Biosecurity, 
Biopreparedness and emerging infectious 
diseases, and Sharon Metcalf, R.N. M.ed., 
Biopreparedness education Program 
director at the university of Nebraska 
Medical Center (uNMC), gave an overview 
of past and present pandemics. Shelly 
Schwedhelm, R.N., M.S.N, director of 
emergency/trauma/disaster Services at 
tNMC, shared the hospital’s emergency 

preparedness plan and discussed the 
methodology for putting certain plans 
into place. Kristin a. watkins, M.B.a., 
librarian and grants Coordinator for 
the Center for Preparedness education 
at uNMC and Creighton university, 
portrayed typhoid Mary as she presented 
a skit about quarantine and its effects on 
society. discussion about the ethics and 
effectiveness of the practice were discussed 
after the skit.

Participants in the event gained a wealth of 
information on pandemic issues and ethics. 
the attendees were very complimentary of 
the program and gave it excellent reviews.

CEU Event Enjoyed by Attendees

On Friday, Sept. 17, a tour of the Bellevue 
Medical Center was given to alumni 
participating in the September alumni 
association events. the tour was led 
by Clarkson College alumnae Jackie 
Parmenter, R.N., M.S.N., Chief Nursing 
Officer, and Cindy arbaugh, R.N., B.S.N., 
Chief Operating Officer. the facility opened 
May 17 and is located on 22 acres at the 
juncture of Highway 370 and 25th Street in 
Bellevue, Neb. it is a community hospital 
with an adjoining medical office building. 
the campus was built utilizing leadership 
in energy and environmental design (leed) 
certification requirements, making it one of 
the most energy efficient hospitals in the 
Midwest. the exterior grounds have been 
landscaped using native plants and grasses.  

the mission of the Bellevue Medical 
Center is to support the health care 
needs of the community by providing a 
healing environment focused on quality, 
compassion and personalized care. 
the medical center provides 24-hour 
emergency care, inpatient and outpatient 
surgery, maternity services, intensive 
care, cardiology services including 
cardiac catheterizations, cancer services, 

a pharmacy, radiology – including a 64 
slice Ct – and diagnostic and lab testing. 
anesthesia services are provided in-house 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

Currently the medical center has four floors 
with 266,000 sq. ft. of space, including the 
ability to add another three floors. all of the 
inpatient rooms are private and are built 
with a noise reduction design. they have 
large windows that provide natural light and 
views of the grounds. 

adjacent to the hospital is a 60,000 sq. ft., 
three-story, medical office building. this 
building houses multiple physician practices 
plus physical, aquatic, occupational and 
speech therapy services. it has an outpatient 
pharmacy, cardiac and pulmonary rehab 
areas and also provides a conference center.

Tour of Bellevue Medical Center Given
New facility is one of the most energy efficient hospitals in Midwest

...a healing
 environment 

focused on quality, 
compassion and 

personalized care.
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from toP, haiti hosPital disPlaying 
the flags of nations aiding in 
the earthquake relief. haitians 
conducting a Prayer service. 
meredith smith holding the child 
of a Patient seeking medical 
treatment.

Recently, Meredith Smith (’08, ’09) and Nina 
Fidler (’09), Radiologic technology and 
Medical imaging graduates, accompanied 
five nurses and an orthopedic doctor to treat 
and care for the earthquake victims in Haiti. 
Meredith Smith agreed to answer a series of 
questions that documented her experiences.

Discuss the events that lead to you going 
to Haiti.
at the time of the earthquake, i was working 
at Creighton university Medical Center 
(CuMC), which partners with the institute for 
latin american Concern (ilaC). very soon 
after the earthquake, a group of doctors and 
nurses went to help. about a month after 
the earthquake, they received radiology 
equipment, including a C-arm and x-ray 
machine at the Bueno Samaritan Hospital. 
CuMC got ready to send another group to 
help, and i was asked if i would be interested 
in going with the second group to Haiti. at 
first i wasn’t so sure. the short, two day notice 
shocked me, but i called a friend who is also a 
x-ray technologist and asked if she would like 
to go as well. we decided to go and ended 
up flying out two days later.

What were your responsibilities as part   
of the health care team that was stationed 
in Haiti?
there were a large number of femur fractures 
as well as fractures to the lower leg, arms, 
mandible, etc. However, our main focus was to 
put internal fixators in as many of the patients 
as possible. we did five to seven surgeries 
a day and sometimes took x-rays on more 
than 30 patients. it was difficult because you 
had to carry all of the x-rays from the outdoor 
tents into the building. Surgery was difficult, 
as anesthesia was limited. Most patients had 
spinals and were awake the whole time. 

What were the hospital facilities like?
the hospital was a two-story building that 
consisted of a pharmacy, four operating 
rooms, a consultation room, two small rooms 
for patients who were sick (not just injured), a 
sterilization room, a supply room and an x-ray 
room. all of these rooms were small, and the 
pharmacy and supply rooms consisted only 
of what was provided to us. the hospital’s 
upstairs had several large rooms that a lot of 

the volunteers stayed in, as well as a kitchen 
and commons area where we would gather for 
meetings. with the exception of iCu patients, 
all of the patients stayed in large tents, a 
small chapel or the orphanage. the patients 
wanted to stay in the tents because they 
feared another earthquake could hit and the 
buildings would collapse on them again.  

Describe the camp where you stayed.
there was a house across the road from the 
hospital where i and the rest of the volunteers 
stayed. we slept on small cots on the floor, 
and there were about eight of us in the same 
room. the electricity did not always work, 
and the water was only on part of the time. it 
was important to keep a flashlight with you 
because you never knew when the electricity 
would go out. when the water did work, it was 
freezing cold with a lack of water pressure. 

there were always kids running around. we 
gave them soccer balls to play with, and they 
also loved to get their picture taken and look 
at it. also, the dominican Republic military 
was fully armed and guarded the hospital 
grounds to make sure no one tried to steal 
supplies.  

What were the nearby towns like?
Jimani was a small town made up of dirt roads 
and tiny shacks, most of which didn’t have 
electricity. the store we would go to after 
work was about the size of a typical hospital 
room in the united States. it had electricity 
and was lit by candles when the power 
went out. it had a goat that stayed there, 
as it belonged to the owners. He was quite 
popular and is probably in more pictures than 
anyone else. 

Describe a typical day at the camp.
we usually woke up at 6:30 a.m., ate breakfast, 
went outside to brush our teeth with bottled 
water and then walked across the road to the 

hospital. after our morning meeting, we took 
x-rays and worked in the operating room until 
about 7 or 8 p.m. we usually ate lunch around 
2 or 3 p.m. By the time we finished with the 
patients, got the lists ready for the next day 
and ate supper, it was usually about 9 p.m. 
when we got back to the house. we would 
then wait in line to take cold showers. after 
the long days, everyone needed a little time 
to relax, so most of the volunteers met on the 
road to hang out for a few hours before going 
to bed. then, we would go home, sleep and 
get up six hours later to do it all over again.

What was the greatest challenge that 
occurred during your stay?
i can’t really say there were that many 
challenges. the hardest part was physically 
carrying patients inside and trying to get 
x-rays in such poor conditions. when we 
looked at what the victims were going 
through, nothing we did was truly a challenge.

What did you learn from the experience?
i learned how much we take for granted and 
how fortunate we are in the u.S. 

How did the visit to Haiti affect your  
views on health care, both nationally     
and world-wide?
it reinforced how privileged we are in the u.S. 
to have a high-level of health care. it is so sad 
to see the suffering that was caused due to 
lack of medical care.  

What will you remember the most from 
your experience in Haiti?
i will remember my patients most of all. i 
still remember almost all of their names and 
can tell you who is in every single one of my 
pictures. they were so nice, so grateful and 
so strong. there were kids, women, elderly 
and everybody in between. you could tell by 
their faces they were in pain, but they never 
complained. if you asked them to move, they 
would. these were patients who had external 
fixators sticking out of their femurs, but they 
still kept smiles on their faces. i had one 
patient whose husband and three children all 
died in the earthquake, and she lost a leg, but 
she still smiled and gave me a hug every time i 
saw her. the Haitian people were amazing and 
so grateful for anything they were given.

Alumna Volunteers to Help Haitian 
Earthquake Victims

“When we looked 
at what the victims 
were going through, 
nothing we did was 

truly a challenge.”

recent graduates

August 2010 Clarkson College 
Graduates
Academic Excellence Awards
Presented to the graduate in each 
program with the highest grade 
point average.

michaela leffler
diploma in Practical Nursing

hillary b. marino
associate of Science in Health 
information Management

brittany ann schipman
associate of Science in Physical 
therapist assistant

alexander d. wagner
associate of Science in Radiologic 
technology

alexander d. wagner
Bachelor of Science in Medical imaging

stephanie m. templeton
Bachelor of Science in Nursing

amy elizabeth mead
Master of Science in Health Care 
administration

ashley hobbs flattery
Master of Science in Nursing

Maltese Cross Certificate
Megan lynn Brooks

tanis Kay Murphy

Carla M. Potter

Jennifer leigh Preston

Julie alyssa Roth

Brittany ann Schipman

annemarie eva Sorensen

amber victoria warholoski

dannielle l. wimer

Diploma in Practical Nursing
Michelle Cavanaugh
Chasity Zoe Johnsen
Michaela leffler *
Jill Nichole Royer
annemarie eva Sorensen
Rebecca anne triplett

Associate of Science in Health 
Information Management 
amber Reneé Cole
amy l. Kelley *
Hillary B. Marino **

Associate of Science in Physical 
Therapist Assistant 
anne Marie Bernadt *
Paige Marie Fairbanks
Kelly Jo Fitzpatrick
valerie Nicole garcia
Melissa Renee Higgason ****
Jeremy Scott Hilkemeier ****
Renée Janelle Hodson
Joy ann lacey
Carla M. Potter **
Julie alyssa Roth ***
Brittany ann Schipman ****
Kapra danielle Smith ****
elizabeth diane thielen ***
Marcus wayne walton
Mary Jo williams *
dannielle l. wimer ****
Sara l. wonder

Associate of Science in 
Radiologic Technology
Brittany Barritt λ  
Megan lynn Brooks λ  
Nathan alan Brown
Jeffrey eymann λ*
Mya C. Fangmeier λ  
Marla Kay graff λ  
Margaret Mary Haddix
Karla Marie Holland λ***
Sabrina Nicole lee λ*
amanda Marie leonardo λ  
vicki dee lespreance λ**
tanis Kay Murphy λ*
traci M. Noon λ***
Kayce lea Parks λ*
erica May Pease λ  
Jennifer leigh Preston
Kelsey Marie Roth λ****
Megan Ranell Roth λ  
ashley Marie Schnieders λ****
ashtin l. Soukup λ***
alexander d. wagner λ****
amber victoria warholoski λ
Nathan william webb λ*
Brianna leigh wipf λ**
Kenneth R. wright

continued on page 11
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the august 2010 Radiologic technology (Rt) 
and Medical imaging (Mi) graduates who 
took the american Registry of Radiologic 
technologists (aRRt) Certification 
examination achieved passing scores. this 
marks the third consecutive year all graduates 
of the program have not only passed the 
exam but also received scores above the 
national average. this means the first-time 
pass rate for Rt/Mi graduates at Clarkson 
College is 99 percent for the past five years. 
ellen Collins, director of the Rt/Mi programs, 
is hopeful that after next year, the five-year 
first-time pass rate will go to 100 percent.

One of the most important and costly 
expenses facing families today is how to plan 
for and fund higher education. if the current 
national trend remains, higher education-
related costs will continue to rise significantly 
in the coming years. Over the past decade, 
tuition and fees have risen at an average rate 
of 6.9 percent at four-year public colleges and 
over 5.7 percent at private four-year colleges 
(trends in Higher education (2005), the 
College Board, Ny, Ny).

these rising costs have made it increasingly 
difficult for parents and grandparents to 
save sufficiently. in response, a number of 
states across the country have introduced 
higher education savings programs, known as 
Section 529 Programs, which offer attractive 
tax advantages and flexibility.  

529 plan history
a 529 plan is an education savings plan 
operated by a state or educational institution 
designed to help families set aside funds for 
future college costs. it is named after Section 
529 of the internal Revenue Code, which 
created these types of savings plans in 1996.

Which states offer 529 plans
every state now has at least one 529 plan 
available. it’s up to each state to decide 
whether it will offer a 529 plan (possibly more 
than one) and what it will look like, meaning 
529 plans can differ from state to state. you 
should research the features and benefits of 
your plan before you invest.

How the plan works
who? anyone can open an account. there 
are no residency requirements or income 
restrictions. 

what? qualified higher education expenses 
include tuition, fees, books, room and board 
(if the student is enrolled at least half-
time), supplies and equipment required for 
enrollment. 

where? 529 plans can be used to meet costs 
of qualified colleges nationwide. in most 
plans, your choice of school is not affected 
by the state your 529 savings plan is from. 
you can be a California resident, invest in 
a vermont plan and send your student to 
college in North Carolina.

Federal tax benefits
529 plans offer unsurpassed income tax 
breaks. although your contributions are 
not deductible on your federal tax return, 
your investment grows tax-deferred, and 
distributions to pay for the beneficiary’s 
college costs come out federally tax-free. 
the tax-free treatment was made permanent 
with the Pension Protection act of 2006.

State tax benefits
your own state may offer some tax breaks (like 
an upfront deduction for your contributions or 
income exemption on withdrawals) in addition 
to the federal treatment. you should research 
what benefits residents receive or investing in 
your own state’s 529 plan.

Donor retains control of funds
you, the donor, stay in control of the account. 
with few exceptions, the named beneficiary 
has no rights to the funds. you are the 
one who calls the shots; you decide when 
withdrawals are taken. Most plans even allow 
you to reclaim the funds for yourself any time, 
no questions asked. However, the earnings 
portion of the “non-qualified” withdrawal will 
be subject to income tax and an additional 
10 percent penalty tax. Compare this level 
of control to a custodial account under the 
uniform transfers to Minors acts (utMa), and 
you will find the 529 plan gives you much more 
say in how your investment is used. 

Low maintenance
a 529 plan provides an easy, hands-off way 
to save for college. Once you decide which 
plan to use, you complete an enrollment form 
and make your contribution (or sign up for 
automatic deposits). then you can relax if 
you’d like. the ongoing account investment 
is handled by the plan, not by you. Plan assets 
are professionally managed by the state 
treasurer’s office or an outside investment 
company hired as the program manager.

Contact
John Schraut, CLTC
PH 402 758 1313 ext: 28  
jschraut@jhnetwork.com

Nathan Larsen, CLTC, LUTCF
PH 402 758 1313 ext: 13
nlarsen@jhnetwork.com

John Hancock Update

Class of 1938
elenor Martin Chambers of Omaha, Neb. 
passed away on July 3, 2010. upon graduation 
from Clarkson College, elenor was supervisor 
of surgery at Clarkson Hospital. in later years, 
she worked at immanuel Hospital in Omaha 
in the S.P.d. division until she retired in 1989. 
Services were held in Omaha on July 7, 2010.

Assistant Dean of Nursing
Frances Madsen of Omaha, Neb. passed away 
on Sept. 12, 2010. She was a retired assistant 
dean of Nursing at Clarkson College.  

In Memorium

Kristie Kjeldgaard 
Boehm

Julie Ray emery

Patricia griffes

gwendolyn Kaltoft

Sandra daugherty 
Ohlrich

class of ’80

class of ’85

ParticiPate

class of ’70

Help Needed in Updating 
Alumni Records
the job of keeping an accurate and up-to-date list of contact 
information for all graduates of the College is an ongoing project. 
we need your assistance in locating the most recent addresses 
for the following graduates. if you know where any of them can 
be located, please relay the information to Rita vanFleet at 
402.552.3516, vanfleetrita@clarksoncollege.edu or send their 
address to alumni Coordinator, Clarkson College, 101 South 42 
Street, Omaha, Neb. 68131. any assistance you can provide is 
greatly appreciated.

lori Broich alley

Kim Kucera altic

Betty Boettcher 
archuletta

Randall atkins

Cheryl Holsapple 
Blunck

Nancy Casper

Melinda Shelton 
Chambers

Jennifer everett 
elman

Shelly green

elsie Klug

dianna Mullanix 
lightner

Cheryl Stolz Meyers

Kristine Nilson 
Reinholz

Robyn Morse Ross

Christy Spittler

laura lawler 
Stocking

Cheryl waters

Ruth McFadden 
watkins

gerilee white

laura Ruhe daly

Melinda Rand-
doxzon

Mary loeffler 
drouilard 

Rhonda tschudin 
Findley

Suzanne Chausse 
Harris

debra Peters Jones

Colleen Burke  
Roland

diana tague

Bachelor of Science in Medical 
Imaging
audrey S. allen
Brittany Barritt λ  
Chelsey ann engstrom λ****
Sherry a. Hartman λ***
Sabrina Nicole lee λ*
traci M. Noon λ***
Merrie e. Reed
ashley Marie Schnieders λ****
ashtin l. Soukup λ***
alexander d. wagner λ****
amber victoria warholoski λ**
Nathan william webb λ**
Brianna leigh wipf λ**

Bachelor of Science in Health 
Care Business in Health 
Information Management
dawn Marie goodsell

Bachelor of Science in Health 
Care Business in Management 
Barbara anne Jelinek

Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Janine M. Hass *
teresa K. Jones-arnold
Chaquita eberhart Kincy
Stephanie M. templeton **

Master of Science in Health 
Care Administration
Kara angelina garman
amy elizabeth Mead
anne elaine Obermiller
Pamela Kay Stanek

Master of Science in Nursing
ann M. Bartels
deanna dee elijah woodside
Nancy ellen axtell Fink †
ashley Hobbs Flattery
tisha Noellen Pruiett
lisa Jean Rozendaal
Shawna Rebecca Ziegler †

Post-Master’s Certificate in 
Nursing
Jane Marie King
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Academic Honors
academic honors are conferred 
on Bachelor of Science 
and associate of Science 
degree candidates who, 
upon graduation, distinguish 
themselves by maintaining a 
high cumulative grade point 
average. to qualify for academic 
honors, students must have 
completed the minimum 
required residency hours. 

Honors are distinguished by:

****   Summa Cum laude 
3.85 and above

***    Magna Cum laude 
3.75 through 3.84

**    Cum laude  
3.65 through 3.74

*    with distinction
3.50 through 3.64

Honor societies at the College:

λ   Member of delta Chapter 
lambda Nu National Honor 
Society for the Radiologic 
and imaging Sciences

†   Member of Omicron epsilon 
Chapter Sigma theta tau 
international Honor Society 
of Nursing

Please note: Honors designations 
were based upon most current 
information at press time. 
Clarkson College apologizes for 
any errors or omissions.

RT/MI Students 
Receive 100 
Percent on Boards 

Alumni Bowling 
Tournament
Join us for the first alumni Bowling 
tournament at Scorz bowling alley in Ralston 
on Saturday, Jan. 22, 2011 at 6 p.m. teams of 
four will play two games and enjoy appetizers 
at a cost of $15 per person. to register your 
team or to learn more about the event, 
contact Rita vanFleet at 402.552.3516 or 
vanfleetrita@clarksoncollege.edu.



students take a lunch break in the courtyard during 
the welcome week activities.

herPetologist 
tom 
kessenichon 
Poses with 
a student & 
a 7-year-old 
american 
alligator.

Welcome Week Story
Current students celebrate the new school year

Clarkson College experienced a welcome week a bit out of the 
ordinary. Monday, aug. 30 was the kick off day of the themed 
“welcome to the Jungle” event, sponsored by Student activities 
Council (SaC). Student attendance for the event, which was comprised 
of three days of activities, was greater than any past welcome week. 

Many crowd pleasers took place, including wax hands– an activity 
involving dipping the hand into warm wax to form a colorful, souvenir 
mold,–  a balloon artist, picture frame craft, putt-putt golf with a $1,000 
scholarship prize, and t-shirt and Koozie giveaways. an attraction that 
really stood out was SNaKeS alive!™, a national touring program 
owned and operated by herpetologist tom Kessenichon. with a wide 
variety of live animals, SNaKeS alive!™ let faculty, staff and students 
interact “up close and personal” to discover first-hand the fascinating 
world of reptiles. Kessenich even let members of the crowd touch and 
hold the friendly “critters.”

day two of welcome week carried a carnival theme with activities like a 
roaming magician, caricature artist, balloon dart toss and tattoo artist. 
the third and final day included a BBq in Howard Hall that was hosted 
by Student government association (Sga). the local band lemon 
Fresh day performed, and various booths were set up to increase 
student involvement and awareness both on and off campus.
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