
 

 

                                               V IRTUAL CONFERENCE  
 

GRIEF & SOCIAL JUSTICE 
AWARENESS, REFLECTION, MOMENTUM 
FRIDAY, JUNE 4, 2021 
9AM-3PM 
 

 
EVENT DESCFRIPTION 
This year’s Grief Awareness Conference is a unique opportunity to connect (virtually) with individuals 
ready to look closer at the profound connection between personal and cultural grief experience and 
social justice work. Although hosted online, registration will be limited to enhance participant 
experience and foster a meaningful learning community. 
 
Professionals, students, and lay people are all very welcome and will benefit from a carefully crafted 
combination of academic exploration and community conversation intended to improve the work of 
therapists, researchers, healthcare professionals, social workers, educators, and more. Participants 
should expect thought-provoking, nationally respected keynotes, meaningful connections, and 
opportunities for inspiration and self-renewal for the work ahead. 

 
OPENING KEYNOTE  
 

Shareefah Al’Uqdah, PhD. (She/Her) 
Associate Professor and Director of Training for Counseling Psychology, 
Howard University Link to bio 

Title: In Mourning we Rise: Integrating Social Justice & Advocacy in 
Grief Work (1CEU) 

 

Grief and loss are overwhelming experiences. Both the individuals who are experiencing grief 
and the providers working with them may feel frustrated and stuck. While researchers highlight 
several ways to help such individuals cope, researchers may not include social justice and 
activism as a coping strategy. This presentation will explore the history of social justice activism 
and advocacy within grief and loss and ways to integrate social justice advocacy within our grief 
treatment.   

Objectives: 

1. Learn how to include social justice and advocacy in grief & loss practices. 
2. Define political mourning. 
3. Identify three tips on how to utilize social justice advocacy in their grief work. 

https://profiles.howard.edu/profile/39891/shareefah-n-aluqdah


PLENARY KEYNOTE 
Kevin Carter, MSW, LCSW (He/Him) 
Principal, BLF Innervisions, LLC Link to bio 

 
Title: Grieving Across Generations in the Light of the Past, Present                                           

and Future  (1CEU) 

 

 

As we work together to embrace the collective grief in the age of COVID-19, it is critical to 

recognize that that many marginalized individuals, families and communities find these times as 

but another challenge to their dignity and worth in this country and world.   If we are to 

promote meaning making and healing in grief, we must address the forces at the intersection of 

grief that block many from maintaining their continuing bonds with their “family” before, during 

and after the death event.  This presentation will explore how we begin to develop practices 

that allow us to grow and develop along with the individuals, families and communities that we 

serve. 

Objectives: 

1. Explore models that incorporate grief across the lifespan from childhood to 

adulthood that are socially just and culturally informed. 

2. Examine how COVID 19 and other public health challenges impact the life outcomes 

and grief journeys of people of color. 

3.  Discuss ways to develop actionable practices that promote safety, belonging and 

dignity with clients and communities that are experiencing grief, trauma and 

oppression. 

  

 MODERATED COMMUNITY PANEL (1CEU) 
 
 Moderator: 
 Alex Jurgens, MSOL, Senior Education & Inclusion Coordinator 
 The Collective for Hope 
 

Community Panelists: 
Paw Bway Htoo, Cleaning Education Program Supervisor  
Restoring Dignity  
 
Doris Moore, MS, NCC, CPC, LIMHP, Chief Executive Officer 
The Center for Holistic Development 
 
Carolina Padilla, Executive Director 
The Intercultural Senior Center 
 
Eli Rigatuso, Activist & Owner of Catch Creative  
Eli identifies as transmasculine Two Spirit of the Menominee Nation.  

https://www.blfinnervisions.com/about


 
 

SUSTAINING THE WORK FACILITATED BREAK-OUT SESSIONS  
AND SELF-CARE WORKSHOP  (1CEU) 
 
FEES 
$100 (Includes 4 CEUs) **$80 early bird rate good through May 7th. 
$65 (No CEUs) **$50 early bird rate good through May 7th. 
 
Register at www.thecollectiveforhope.org  

http://www.thecollectiveforhope.org/

